Preventing Violence Against Women
An Australian Timeline — 1970-2015
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1970

First Women’s
Liberation Conference
heldin Melbourne
identified violence
againstwomenas
apriorityarea.

Establishment of
Women’s Electoral
Lobby which agitated
forrapelawreform
inVictoria, and
establishment of
the Victorian Rape
Study Committee.

1972

Establishment of
‘Elsie’ — Australia’s
firstwomen’s
refuge, Sydney.

Establishment of
the first RAPE Crisis
Centre by Women
Against Rapeatthe
Women’s Liberation
Centre with medical
examinations offered
~/ towomenfromthe

Melbourne Women’s
Health Collective

FirstWomen's in Collingwood.

Liberation Centre
openedinMelbourne. Establishment of
Women’s Liberation
Halfway House, the
first funded women’s

refugein Victoria.
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1982

First ‘Reclaimthe
Night’ march held
inMelbourne.

Establishment of
Elizabeth Hoffman
House, originally
establishedas
the Aboriginal
Women’s Refuge.

Establishment of the
Queen Victoria Medical
Centre SexualAssault
Centre —Victoria’s
first funded sexual
assaultservice.

Establishment of the
Sexual Offences Squad
by Victoria Police.




United Nations’
Conventiononthe
Elimination of all Forms
of Discrimination
Against Women
adopted by Australia.
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Victorian Equal Opportunity
Actand Federal Sex
Discrimination Act passed.

Establishment of the Federal
Human Rights and Equal

Opportunity Commission.

Crimes (Family Violence)
Act passedin Victoria
which expanded
options forvictims

of family violence to
seek protectionusing
intervention orders.

Crimes (Rape) Act passed
making significant
changestoVictoria’s
rape laws,including
clarifyingthe legal
definitions of consent,
requiringjudgestodirect
juriesinrelationtowhat
consentmeans, and
creating provisions
toallow special
procedures forvictims
of sexualassault to

give their evidence.

Establishment of the
Telephone Service
Against Sexual Assault
toprovide statewide
after-hours service
tovictims of
sexualassault.

Victoria Police

Code of Practice
fortheInvestigation

of Sexual Assault
Complaintsintroduced.

The High Court

of Australiaconfirms
the legalright of
women torefuse sex
withinmarriage and
removesimmunity
from prosecution from
menwho rape spouses.
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Establishment of ‘No To
Violence: Male Family
Violence Prevention
Association’asthe
Victorian peak body of
organisations working
with male perpetrators
toendtheirviolence
towards women.

The Australian Bureau
of Statistics leads the
first Women’s Safety
Surveyindicating that
lin5womenare
subjected tomale
violence at some time
intheiradult lives.

Introduction of crime
of stalkingtothe
Crimes Act Victoria.

First National Community
Attitudes Towards
Violence Against Women
Survey (NCAS) led by the
Federal Office for the
Statusof Women.

United Nations General
Assembly adopteda
resolution designating
25Novemberasthe
International Day for the
Elimination of Violence
Against Women, or
White Ribbon Day.

The Office of the Status
of Women launches the
Partnerships Against
Violenceinitiative
designed to facilitate
corporateand
governmentactionto
respondtoviolence
against women.

Victoriangovernment
launches Women’s
Safety Strategy.

World Health
Organization launches
the Worldreport on
violence and health,
whichidentifies
violence against women
asakeyareaforaction
acrosstheglobe.

Establishment of
White Ribbon Australia
aspartof UNIFEM
(UN'Women).



Introduction of the
Victoria Police Code
of Practice forthe
Investigation of
Family Violence.

VicHealthand the
Department of Human
Services launchthe
firstinternational
study assessingthe
burden of disease
associated with
intimate partner
violence. Violenceis
identified asthe
leading contributor to
ilLhealth, death and
disease for Victorian
womenaged 15-44.

Release of the Access
economics report,
indicating that the
economic cost
associated with
violence against women
is $8.1 billionin 2003.

The Victorian
Governmentallocates
over $35 million for the
developmentofan
integratedresponse
to family violence.

ECONOMICCOST

RESPONSE TO VIOLENCE

Localgovernments
and Primary Care
Partnershipsacross
Victoria develop
integrated plansto
preventviolence
against women.

The Australian
FootballLeague launches
their Respectand
Responsibility Policy.

Introduction of the
Crimes (Sexual Offences)
Actamendingrape laws.

Victorian survey of
community attitudes
towards violence against
women led by VicHealth.

Australian Bureau of
Statistics leads second
Personal Safety Survey
revealingthatlin3
Australianwomen have
experiencedviolence
fromamale partner.

Victorian Government
introduces the Family
Violence Act and launches
the ‘Enough’ campaign.



2009

Second National
Community Attitudes
Towards Violence
Against Women Survey
(NCAS) led by VicHealth
and Commonwealth
Governmentincludes
Indigenous and culturally
and linguistically diverse
communities for the
firsttime.

Commonwealth
Government appoints
National Council to
Reduce Violence
Against Womenand
their Children.

Victorian Department
of Educationand Early
Childhood Development
releasesthe

Respectful relationships
education report.

2010

2011
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SurfCoast Shire
becomesthe first
workplacein Australia
toinclude specific family
violence clausesin their
Enterprise Agreement.

The Commonwealth
Governmentreleases
the National plan to
reduce violence against
women and their
children 2010-2022.

seduce violence against women
and thein child

Australian Defence Force
launchesaninvestigation
intothe treatment of
women followed by
concreteactionsto

drive cultural change.
Sex Discrimination
Commissioner Elizabeth
Broderickisappointed
toleadtheinquiry.




VicHealthreleases
More than ready, a
researchreportinto
bystander behaviour
towards sexism, and
finds overwhelming
supportforworkplaces
andsportsclubsto
show leadership
ontheissue.

After the assault

and murder of two
Victorian women, Jill
Meagher by astranger,
and Sargun Ragiby her
ex-husband, Victorians
taketothestreet
indicating their support
formeasuresto
preventviolence against
women. Unprecedented
and comparatively
sophisticated media
commentary ensues.

TheVictorian
Department of Justice
launches the Reducing
Violence against Women
and their Children
grants with $7 million
allocatedtosupport
regionalactivity.

REGIONAL SUPPORT

Our Watch, previously
the FoundationtoReduce
Violence Against Women
and their Children, is
established by the
Commonwealth and
Victorian Governments.

Sexwaorker Tracy
Connelly ismurdered
byaclientin StKilda.
Hundreds of community
members come
togethertoholda
vigilin her honour.

Australian Bureau of
Statistics leads third
Personal Safety Survey
revealingthat
prevalenceisstable —
lin3womenreport
experiencing violence
fromamale partner
intheir lifetime.

Australia’s National
Research Organisation
for Women’s Safety
(ANROWS) is
established,asan
initiative of the
National Plan to Reduce
Violence against Women
and their Children
2010-2022.



Young boy Luke Battyis
murdered by his father,
whohad perpetrated
continuingviolence
against hisex-partner
Rosie Batty and was under
anApprehended Violence
Orderatthe time. Amidst
the grief of her loss, Rosie
calls forurgentand lasting
action on family violence.

The Senate Standing
Committee on
Finance and Public
Administration
undertakesaninquiry
intodomesticviolence
inAustralia, with the
finalreporttobe
tabledin2015.

Commonwealth
Governmentreleases
the Second action

plan: moving ahead
2013-2016, the second
planunder the National
plan to reduce violence
against women and their
children 2010-2022.
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Third National
Community Attitudes
Towards Violence
Against Women Survey
(NCAS)isreleased

by VicHealth and
Commonwealth
Government, including
analysisofchangesin
attitudessince the
2009 survey.

Australians’ attitudes to
violence against women
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Under the new
Victorian Government,
FionaRichardsonis
appointed the Minister
for Prevention of
Domestic Violence,
the firsttimesucha
ministerial portfolio
hasbeencreated
inAustralia.

The Victorian
Governmentannounces
thetermsofreference
ofthe Victorian Royal
Commissioninto

Family Violence, which
includesafocuson
prevention,and commits
toimplementing
allrecommendations.

Rosie Batty is named
Australian of the Year
inrecognitionof her
advocacy forwomen and
children experiencing
domesticviolence.

VicHealth acknowledges

the support of the ORIA
Victorian Government. S nment



